A short-term intensive training program for pediatric nurse practitioners.
A pediatric nurse practitioner course has been described in which 30 nurse trainees spent six seeks in an intensive training program followed by six months of preceptorship with a pediatrician in their own agency. This short but intensive program had advantages of permitting the PNP student to retain her health care agency position during the intensive part of the program and of assuring her a position as a PNP once the course was completed. Evaluation of the students by written and practical examinations indicated that they had made significant gains in their knowledge and understanding of pediatrics and in their ability to evaluate and refer patients and to provide well-child care and maternal counseling.